VIRGINIA BASS FEDERATION

REGION 1

MEETING MINUTES

April 17, 2007

The Director called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10pm.

Roll Call:  The following clubs were represented at the meeting:  Bandit, Bass Snipers, Commonwealth, Fairfax, Hook’em, Mt. Vernon, No Excuse, Northern VA, NOVA Bass, Page Valley, and Lots-a-Luck.

Director’s Comments:  No report

Assistant Director’s Report:  Boats will be allowed to be pulled at the Kerr tournament prior to weigh-in.  For all future tournaments there will be a new procedure implemented so that there is no confusion as to when boats can and cannot be pulled prior to weigh-in.  When checking in at the end of the tournament, if the tournament check in official is displaying a green flag, you can pull your boat prior to weigh-in.  If a red flag is displayed, you must weigh your fish prior to pulling your boat.  Also, if you fail to go through boat inspection prior to the announced cut-off time for any given tournament, you will be disqualified for that event.  Your club representatives are responsible for keeping you informed of the boat inspection times for a given tournament.   

Secretary’s Report:  Lots-a-Luck still hasn’t turned in their club roster.  Please ensure that club members turn in updated insurance papers as their policies are renewed.  Several policies expire prior to the Chickahominy tournament.  I also need to mention that when you have new members join your club, I need an updated roster.

Youth Directors Report:  On May 19, 2007, there will be a last chance TBF World Championship Qualifier held at Lake Anna out of Sturgeon Creek Marina from 6am – 3pm.  BOAT CAPTAINS ARE NEEDED so please volunteer your time and boat and help a Junior angler possibly qualify for this prestigious event to be held in Hot Springs, Arkansas in August 2007.   So far, only 2-3 boaters have volunteered their services so if you are available, please take the time to make this a memorable event for these future TBF anglers. 

Also, the annual kids day will be on June 2 at Locust Shade Park.  Volunteers are asked to be present by 7:00am.  You don’t have to bring anything but yourself, just make sure you find Kenny Brown and sign in so that your club gets credit for participation.  Remember, your club is required to participate in 50% of Region 1 special events to remain a club in good standing so get the word out and encourage your members to participate in this great event.  We have to invest our time with today’s youth to ensure that the sport, camaraderie, and competitiveness that we all enjoy today continues into the future.

Old Business:  No old business was brought up.

New Business:  No new business was brought up.

50/50 Drawing:  The region collected $46 for the drawing and Randy Anders of Hook’em was the lucky winner taking home $23.

Other News:  

Mark your calendars for June 9, 2007 for the 4th Annual Wounded Soldiers Tournament.  NOVA Bass Anglers of Region 1 are the proud sponsors of this fantastic event. In coordination with other local Virginia and Maryland Bass Federation members, this event was started to show appreciation to those men and women wounded while fighting our Nations battles.  Most participants are recovering from their wounds at Walter Reed Army Medical Center or Bethesda Naval Medical Center in Washington DC.  Some will remain there for extended periods of time and this is a way for YOU to give them a day of fishing and camaraderie on the Potomac River in Washington, DC.  This is truly one small way to say "THANK YOU" to our wounded service men and women.  Their lives have been forever changed because of their selfless sacrifice during their service to our great country.  
This year's tournament will begin at 8am at Columbia Island Marina, adjacent to the Pentagon, in Arlington, Virginia.  Please be there early to get your boat in the water and participate in the draw.  Colombia Island Marina waives all launch fees for festivities and provides food and refreshments for attendees at no cost.  They have been outstanding in their support for three years now.

In addition, in the past, DC has waived the requirement for a DC license for the day of the tournament.  There will be more to follow on that as the event draws closer.

Having enjoyed this experience myself, I can attest to the fact that it is a first class event and is also very rewarding.  The NOVA Anglers put a lot of effort into the preparation for this tournament and sponsors have been very generous in past years.  Aside from walking away after the tournament with a very rewarding feeling, knowing that you’ve given your time for a more than worthwhile cause, you will probably walk away with sponsor merchandise as well.  I don’t believe anyone has ever left empty handed.  

Please take the time to participate this year and make the 4th Annual Wounded Soldiers Tournament the biggest and best it has ever been.  

Next Meeting:  June 5, 2007 (Chickahominy River Draw), at Filly’s Restaurant

